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Azerbaijan, Adhar Gushnasp, Qatran, and the Shahnameh
Hassan Anvari
Abstract
Azerbaijan has long been a significant cultural center of Iran, producing
many distinguished poets. The region’s literary prominence is reflected in
the Magbarat al-Shu‘ara (Tomb of the Poets), a renowned burial site of
numerous literary figures. The earliest celebrated poet of Azerbaijan was
Qatran Tabrizi, whose Divan was recently published—after a seventy-year
delay—in a critical edition by eminent scholars Dr. Mahmoud Abedi and Dr.
Masoud Jafari Jazi, with contributions from Dr. Tahmineh Atai and Dr.
Shohreh Ma'refat. This article explores the poetry of Qatran’s Divan,
focusing on its engagement with ancient Iranian elements and themes.
Additionally, it analyzes Qatran’s panegyric style, in which he invokes
nearly sixty figures from Iran’s mythological and semi-historical past,
often drawing comparisons between these legendary personalities with his
patrons. His approach is further contrasted with that of other poets, such
as Farrukht and Mantichihri.

Keywords: Azerbaijan, Qatran Tabrizi, Adhar Gushnasp, Shahnameh, Farrukhr,
Maniichihrt





