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The Pioneering Use of Paronomasia in Qatran Tabrizi ‘s Refrain Poem:
A Study of Precedents and Influences
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Abstract

An integral aspect of Qatran Tabrizi ‘s poetic oeuvre lies in his adept
utilization of various poetic devices, with particular emphasis on
paronomasia (jinas). Notably, Qatran showcases his mastery in his
acclaimed tarkib-band (refrain poem), considered one of his most renowned
and influential works, where he intricately employs the technique of
repeated paronomasia (jinas-i mukarrar). Through the repeated
paronomasia, also known as hesitant paronomasia (jinas-i moraddad) or
coupled paronomasia (jinds-i mozdawaj), Qatran intertwines homophonous
words at the conclusion of couplets, creating a nuanced interplay of sounds
and meanings. While Qatran is credited for introducing repeated
paronomasia in the tarkib-band form, previous poets had explored similar
techniques in diverse contexts. This study delves into the predecessors of
Qatran, shedding light on their contributions to the evolution of
paronomasia in Persian poetry.

Keywords: Qatran Tabrizi, Tarkib-Band, Repeated Paronomasia, hesitant
Paronomasia, coupled Paronomasia





