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The Editing of Qatran TabrizT’s Divan

Mahmood Abedi
Abstract
The poetry of Qatran Tabrizi constitutes a significant part of our classical
literary heritage—a body of work that is not only worthy of study but
grows ever more compelling upon closer examination. As a representative
example of 10™-century Azerbaijani poetry, it laid the groundwork for the
works of later luminaries such as Nizami, Khaqani, and Humam. Qatran’s
verse serves as a mirror, reflecting both the history and culture of
northwestern Iran while also offering insights into the geographical and
cultural landscape of Azerbaijan. Presenting a critical edition of
Qatran’s Divan—one that meets the needs of scholars—is a task akin to the
scholarly efforts devoted to theDivansof ‘Unsuri, Farrukhi, and
ManiichihrT. The compilation of A Comprehensive Dictionary of the Persian
Language also necessitates access to reliable and authoritative texts of
these classical works. It was this very imperative that motivated our
editorial project on Qatran’s Divan. This brief note highlights some of the
ancillary benefits of studying Qatran’s poetry and underscores the
importance of producing a corrected edition.
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