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3. Ragep, Nasir al-Din al- Tisi’s Memoir on Astronomy, 1993, p. 107.
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4. Reis, Khulasat al-Hay ‘a, f. 7b-8a.

6. Reis, Khulasat al-Hay a, f. 8a.
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(configuration) of the heavens, he has not cited any non-Ptolemaic
models from Tusi, ‘Urzi, or Shirazi, and has only relied on Ptolemy's
models.



Abstracts of Persian Articles

A survey of the manuscripts of the Medieval Arabic
translations of Ptolemy’s Almagest

Pouyan Rezvani

Ptolemy’s Almagest (written in the 2nd century AD) is the most
influential work in the history of geocentric astronomy. The original
Greek text of the A/magest contains 13 Books, in which Ptolemy deals
with the configuration of the universe based on precise observational
data, using geometric proofs. The A/magestwas translated directly from
Greek into Arabic multiple times in the 9t century in Baghdad,
however, only three of these translations have survived in the form of
manuscripts. This article provides a survey of the extant manuscripts of
the Arabic translations of the A/magest, including the translations made
another one by Ishaq ibn Hunayn, which was later revised by Thabit ibn
Qurra, as well as Thabit’s own version of the A/magest.

A Survey of the Reasons for the Centrality and
Immobility of the Earth in Khulasat al-Hay aby
Sayyid ‘All Ra’is
Amir-Mohammad Gamini, Naser Haeri

Khulasat al-Hay'a by Sayyid ‘All Ra'is (d. 1563 A.D.), an Ottoman
navigator and astronomer, who brought the tradition of the Arabic and
Persian works on Haya into the Ottoman language, was the first
Turkish book on Haya. Although it has been claimed that the Khulasat
al-Hay a is a translation of the treatise a/-Fathiyyah fi al-Hay'a by Mulla
‘Ali Qushchi, it includes a detailed discussion of the centrality and
immobility of the Earth, which Fathiyyahlacks. Therefore, the Khulasat
al-Haya should not be considered a translation, at least in this section.
Sayyid ‘All Ra’is has presented the arguments for the immobility and
centrality of the Earth and a critique of the previous arguments, in the
first part of the first chapter of the Khulasat al-Hay a. These arguments
and criticisms have their roots in Ptolemy's A/magest, Nasir al-Din
Tast's al-Tadhkirah, the Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi’s trilogy, and also the
Commentaries of the a/-Tadhkirah. However, in the section on the haya
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learning the alphabet and each of these three languages would
have been laborious and time-taking.

Apart from these, the large number of scientific manuscripts in
the libraries of Iran (Tehran, Mashhad, Qum, Yazd, etc.) facilitates
the efforts of the researchers and puts more responsibility on
them.

[t is a priority to edit, translate and publish important scientific
treatises like Birinl's Canon Masudic and Jamshid Kashani's
Miftah al-Hisab (Key of Arithmetic), etc. with a precise and
realistic plan in order to acquire reliable and quick results. This
needs sufficient financial support and suitable procurements. A
comprehensive plan for this task can also create a suitable ground
for the exchange of information and experience between the
pioneers and the young researchers of the history of science.

Mohammad Bagheri



Editorial

In recent years some eminent scholars in the field of history of
science and technology have passed away, for whom there's no
substitute. We have included some information about their lives,
achievements and publications in this issue of Miras-e Elmi
(Scientific Heritage). Some of them have demised later than the
nominal date of the publication of this issue, because this issue is
being published with some delay.

The lack of these scholars necessitates the training of young
and capable researchers interested in this field. In this situation,
the important role of the Institute for the History of Science
(University of Tehran) and the Written Heritage Research
Institute (Tehran) becomes more evident. This is also because
each of these organizations publishes a journal on the history of
science.

The calamities due to the recent war in Syria have influenced
the publication of the jJournal for the History of Arabic Science
(Aleppo). The journals SC/IAMVS (Japan) and Suhayl (Spain) still
continue their activities, the journals Arabic Sciences and
Philosophy (Cambridge University Press, United Kingdom) and
the Archives Internationales d'Histoire des Sciences (Belgium)
also continue with their new issues. The publication of the
Zeitschrift  fiir Geschichte der  arabisch-islamischen
Wissenschaften (Frankfurt) has become uncertain after the
demise of Prof. Fuat Sezgin.

Now, it is time to promote the support to the young historians
of science in Iran. These researchers benefit from special
conditions. Persian, as the second language of the Islamic
civilization regarding the number of extant manuscripts, is their
national and scientific language. Arabic and Turkish as the first
and third languages in this regard, are more or less familiar, or
easily accessible for the Iranian researchers. We may compare this
with the situation of Western and ex-Soviet scholars for whom
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