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A brief note must be inserted here on the importance of the
publication of the facsimile edition of the Arabic version. The edition
is the only complete theoretical work by Rashid al-Din which is
published in Arabic. The edition also contains three treatises (from
treatise no. 18 to 20) which have survived in the Arabic version of Bayan
al-Hagqa 'ig but are missing in the Persian version. Thus, these three
treatises are now available for the first time through the publication of
the facsimile edition. In addition, the copy itself is important from
several aspects: the copy dates back to the time of Khwajah Rashid al-
Din himself (copied in 711/ 1311). It is also the only extant manuscript
copy of the Arabic version of Bayan al-Haqa'ig, which is both
complete and written in a very legible handwith diacritics. In addition
to its codicological significance, the copy is also noteworthy in terms
of both its content and its language.

Dr. Pfeiffer, a professor of history at the University of Oxford,
whose expertise is in the history of the llkhanid Iran, and in particular,
the personality and works of Khwajah Rashid al-Din FadlAllah
Hamadani, has reviewed the structure and content of Bayan al-
Hagqa 'ig in depth, and has pointed out important features of the Arabic
manuscript. Her introduction, as it stands, is by far the most extensive
and most significant research ever published on Bayan al-Haqa 'ig,
and in particular its Arabic version. Therefore, it is hoped that the
publication of the Persian translation of this text will be beneficial for
scholars and people interested in Khwajah Rashid al-Din’s personality
and works.

Hamid Ataei Nazari
Assistant professor in Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
Isfahan 2017



Translator’s preface

Bayan al-Haga'iq, a valuable work on theology, philosophy,
medicine, and physics by the outstanding Iranian vizier and scholar
Khwajah Rashid al-Din FadlAllah Hamadani (d. 718/ 1318), was
produced in both Persian and Arabic versions as per the common
practice regarding Rashid al-Din’s works. The Persian version was
edited and published by Dr. Hashem Rajabzadeh in 2008. Recently, a
facsimile edition of the Arabic version has also been published in
Turkey on the basis of the only extant copy of the work (kept in the
Qilich ‘Ali Pasha Library in Istanbul under no. 834) with the following
bibliographical reference: Residiiddin Fazlullah, Beyanu'l-Hakaik
Hakikatlerin Beydni, haz. Judith Pfeiffer, Istanbul: Tiirkiye Yazma
Eserler Kurumu Bagkanligi, 2016, 100+282+89p.

The present text is a Persian translation of Dr. Judith Pfeiffer’s
introduction to the facsimile edition of Bayan al-Haga'ig’s Arabic
version. The facsimile edition of the manuscript was to be published
in Iran, and the Persian translation of Dr. Pfeiffer’s introduction to the
edition was duly prepared at her request for insertion into that edition.
However, the facsimile edition was, contrary to the expectations,
published in Turkey along with the Turkish and Arabic translations of
the lengthy English introduction. The Persian translation of Dr.
Pfeiffer’s introduction is therefore published and made available to the
Iranian readers separately. The translation has been fully supervised
by Dr. Pfeiffer, and the translator’s notes and additions, which are
usually included in brackets, have all been approved by the author.
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